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DRM 100Y 

DRAMA: FORM AND STYLE

2008/2009

Office Hours: F 11:30-1 

Professor Leslie Katz

and by appointment

Office: University College, Room 356

Phone:  978-8414

email: lkatz@can.rogers.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The aim of this course is to explore a tradition of dramatic literature, ranging from ancient Greece to contemporary North America, with particular reference to the realization of plays upon the stage.  Topics will include:

· Forms such as tragedy and comedy.  

· Relation of theatre to ritual.

· Relations between “truth” and “illusion” with reference to realism, expressionism, and the absurd.

· Structural features of drama, such as the relationship between character and plot.

· Importance of theatrical space, costume, and plays-within-plays. 

· Historical contexts of dramatic art.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Quizzes and Scene Studies





20%

· First-term Test






10%

· Essay #1 (4-5 pages, 12-point Times Roman font)


15%

· Essay #2 (6-8 pages, 12-point Times Roman font)


20%

· Two-hour Final Exam






35%

Note: The penalty for late submission of essays is 5% per day.  Late essays must be stamped with a date at UC 173.  Essays will not be accepted more than FIVE days (including weekends and holidays) after the due date unless accompanied by a medical certificate.  Essays must be in hardcopy.

Quizzes:  Four 15-minute quizzes will be given throughout the year, two in the first semester and two in the second.  Students are expected to attend class the day of the quiz.  There will be no make-up quizzes, unless the absence is excused by a medical certificate.  The quiz dates are as follows:  Wednesday, October 8; Wednesday, November 19; Wednesday, February 11; Wednesday, March 17.  Please mark the dates in your calendars.

Scene Studies:  All students are required to participate in two scene studies during the year, once as an actor, once as part of a technical team.  Performances will take place at the beginning of each Friday class (with the exception of Friday, January 11), followed by a group discussion.

Updates:  For updates to the syllabus as well as essay topics and supplementary course material, visit the UCDP website at:  http://www.ucdp.utoronto.ca/
REQUIRED TEXTS to be found at Image X-press, 193 College Street, 416-596-1708.

Fall Semester

1. Sep. 8, 10, 12
Introduction

Aeschylus, Libation Bearers (sourcebook)

2. Sep. 15, 17, 19
Euripides, Bacchae (sourcebook)




Nietzsche, Birth of Tragedy 
(http://www.mala.bc.ca/~johnstoi/Nietzsche/tragedy_all.htm; secs 1-12)

3.    Sep. 22, 24, 26
Soyinka, Death and the King’s Horseman (sourcebook)




In-class screening, Jean Rouche, Les Maitres Fous

4.    Sep. 29, Oct 1,3
Genet, The Blacks (sourcebook)

5.    Oct. 6, 8, 10

Aristophanes, Lysistrata (eserver.org/drama/aristophanes/lysistrata.txt)

6.    Oct. 15, 17

Second Shepherd’s Play (sourcebook)

7.    Oct. 20, 22, 24
Moliere, The Imaginary Invalid (sourcebook)




essay #1 due Monday, Oct. 20


8.    Oct. 27, 29, 31
Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 




(http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Texts/faustus.html#table; click on 



1616B text modernized) 

9.   Nov. 3, 5, 7

Corneille/Kushner, The Illusion (sourcebook)

10.  Nov. 10, 12, 14
Shakespeare, Hamlet (http://the-tech.mit.edu/Shakespeare/works.html)

11. Nov. 17,19, 21
Kane, Phaedra’s Love (sourcebook)

12. Nov. 24, 26, 28
Behn, The Rover (sourcebook)

13. Dec. 1, 3, 5

Artaud  (sourcebook, selected essays)

Abdoh, Law of Remains (sourcebook)

Spring Semester




1.Jan. 5, 7, 9

Review and Aristotle, Poetics (sourcebook)




First-Term Test on Friday, January 9

2. Jan. 12, 14, 16

Mighton, Possible Worlds (sourcebook)

In-class screening, Robert Lepage, Possible Worlds

3. Jan. 19, 21, 23
Crimp, Attempts on her Life (sourcebook)

4. Jan. 26, 28, 30

Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (sourcebook)

Wilde, “The Decay of Lying” (sourcebook)

5. Feb. 2, 4, 6

Ibsen, A Doll's House (sourcebook)

6. Feb. 9, 11, 13

Strindberg, Miss Julie (sourcebook)

7. Feb. 16, 18, 20

Reading Week

8. Feb. 23, 25, 27
Brecht, Caucasian Chalk Circle  (sourcebook)

9. Mar. 2, 4, 6

Ionesco, The Lesson (sourcebook)

Labou Tansi, Parenthesis of Blood (sourcebook); essay #2 due Monday, Mar 2

10. Mar. 9, 11, 13

Beckett, Endgame (sourcebook)



11. Mar. 16, 18, 20
Williams, Suddenly Last Summer (sourcebook)

In-class screening, Suddenly Last Summer

12. Mar. 23, 25, 27
Vogel, And Baby Makes 7  (sourcebook)

13. Mar. 30,  Apr. 1.3
Fornes, Enter:  THE NIGHT (sourcebook)

14. Apr. 6, 8, 10

Highway, Rez Sisters (sourcebook)

Final Exam:  

TBS
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